FIREARM INJURY DEATHS IN MAINE
1987 - 1996

P In Maine 1,193 residents died from firearm injuries during the period
1987 - 1996 resulting in a death rate of 9.2 deaths/100,000 population, a
rate significantly smaller than the U.S. rate of 11.4. In fact, Maine rates

were significantly smaller than US rates for most age groups.

Firearm Injury Death Rates by Age
Maine and United States: 1987 - 1996
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= Of these firearm deaths only 29 (2':%) were the result of unintentional
injuries. More than 1,000 deaths (nearly 85%) were suicides. Of the re-
maining 157 deaths, 147 were homicides, 7 were the result of legal

intervention, and 3 were from injuries Firearm Injury Deaths by Type
Maine: 1987 - 1996

FIREARM INJURY

from undetermined intent (intentional
versus unintentional).

= Males accounted for 87% of all fire-
arm injury deaths with 87% of those
deaths the result of suicide; 69% of Unknown_—» Homicides
3%

female firearm injury deaths were suicides. Legal/ Unintentional  12.3%
Intervention 2.4%

= Maine residents younger than 20 years old 6%
accounted for 10% of all firearm injury deaths; 75% of these deaths (85)
were suicides. Another 16% (18) were homicides. Three of the 4 deaths
to children younger than 10 years old were the resuit of homicide.

= All firearm deaths to Maine residents 75 years old and older (121) were

intentional - 117 deaths were suicides and 4 were homicides.

Percent of Deaths by Type of Firearm Injury Within Age Group
Maine: 1987-1996
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Notes: Deaths due to firearm injury are those attributed to ICD-9 cause of death codes E922.0-.9, E955.0-.4, E965.0-.4, 970, E985.0-.4.

All rates are for underlying cause of death and are age-adjusted to the US 1940 standard popuiation; these rates have been standardized to eliminate
differences due solely to variations in the age composition of the populations. US rates are for whites only and were obtained through CDC
WONDER. Unless noted, differences in rates are not statistically significant, i.e., they could be accounted for by chance alone.

Footnote: A full citation will be provided upon request.

For further data on this topic, please contact:
the Office of Data, Research, and Vital Statistics,
Office of Health Data, and Program Management, Bureau of Health
at 35 Anthony Avenue, 11 State House Station, Augusta, Maine 04333-0011
The contact person(s) is: Cathy St.Pierre - (207) 624-5445

For program information, please contact: Cheryl DiCara at 287-3311
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