SUICIDES: ADOLESCENTS AND YOUNG ADULTS*
Maine, New England, United States: 1981 - 1995
= In the past 40 years, the incidence of suicide among adolescents and
young adults has tripled. Recent data indicate that it was the 3rd
leading cause of death for youth aged 15-24 and the 4th leading cause
for youth 10-14 nationally. In Maine, suicide was the 2nd leading cause
for those 15-24 years old and the 3rd leading cause for those 10-14."

“» From 1981 through 1995, 455 Maine adolescents and young adults com-
mitted suicide resulting in a suicide death rate that was the 2nd highest
in New England and 16th highest in the United States for this age group.

SUICIDE DEATH RATES: US AND THE NEW ENGLAND STATES
1981 - 1995
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= In fact, Maine's suicide rate for these young residents, 11.4/100,000,
was significantly higher statistically than both the New England rate
(8.3) and the national rate (9.8) for this 15 year period.

Notes: Data are for whites only. So that data could be compared from state to state, all data were obtained from CDC WONDER.

. Unless noted, differences in rates are not statistically significant, i.e., they could be accounted for by chance alone.
Adolescents and young adults are residents 10 - 24 years old.

Footnote: Due to small numbers in Maine data, deaths for the 3 year period, 1993-1995, were summed for both national and
Maine data for ranking purposes.

For further data on this topic, please contact:
the Office of Data, Research, and Vital Statistics, BUREAU OF HEALTH
at 35 Anthony Avenue, #11 State House Station, Augusta, Maine 04333-0011
The contact person is: Cathy St. Pierre - (207) 624-5445 624-5512 (TTY)

| For program information, please contact: Cheryl DiCara at 287-3311 |

2]
Ll
O
>
14
Ll
/)
Z
<
=
-’
L
LL
O
-
<
i
=
=
14
<
(a
Ll
@]
Ll
=
<
=

/)
LL)
o
O
-
/)
i
LL]
LLI
L
7p
|-
O
>
LL.

Series 6

Kevin W. Concannon

Commissioner DS:FACTSBFRP P8

DTH.033
12041998

Angus S. King, Jr.
Governor




