FATHERS AND ADOLESCENT MOTHERS

Data from the
MAINE VITAL STATISTICS SYSTEM: 1993-1995

* During the years 1993-1995, Percent of Births with Unknown Father's Age by
10% of Maine babies (4,417) Maternal Age: Maine 1993-1995

were born to adolescent
mothers (women younger than
20 years old).

" For almost half of all births to
adolescent mothers, the age of T (1,434 Births) (38,881 Birts)
the father was unknown. As 1012 1314 1547 18-19 20+
mother's age increased, the pro- Maternal Age in Years
portion of births where the age of the father was unknown decreased.

Of those births to adolescent mothers where father's age was known,
27% of the fathers were adolescent as well.

Almost ¥ of all adolescent mothers (73%) and almost % of all single
adolescent mothers (65%) had children with fathers 20 years old or
older. 78% of fathers who had children with adolescent women were
within 5 years of age of their adolescent partner while 7"2% of the
fathers were at least 10 years older. The average difference in age
between fathers and adolescent mothers was approximately 4 years.

Percent of Births to Adolescent Mothers by Father's Age*

Number 20

20% + - - - - (49 Births)  — ~ - - - (2,930 Births) -

Percent With Unknown
Father's Age

\ A /

*

100% f----------- - --
4
Lo 80%| ----- - --
E 2 (Ages of all 20.24 Years ®
- © gow | - fathersto <--
o mothers in P
&g ., | thisage L E B dE 5 00 g
8Sq 40% group are 15-17 Years | o
5 c Unknown) |
0= 2% --- - - e ey : --
e | 1517 Years
L) — 4 > —
10-12 Years Old 13-14 Years Old 15-17 Years Old 18-19 Years Old

Mother's Age

E Among 19 year old mothers, 71% had graduated from high school
by the time their baby was born.

= Over half (52%) of all fathers who had babies with adolescent mothers,
and who were at least 19 years old, had at least a high school
education by the time their baby was born. However, among
adolescent couples (both parents under the age of 20) only 39% of
fathers old enough to have graduated from high school (19 years old)

had done so by the time their baby was born.*

Note: Adolescents are individuals under the age of 20 years.
* Fathers with unknown age were excluded from these tabulations

For further data on this topic, please contact:
the Office of Data, Research, and Vital Statistics,
Office of Health Data, and Program Management, Bureau of Health
at 35 Anthony Avenue, 11 State House Station, Augusta, Maine 04333-0011
The contact person(s) is: Alice Rohman - (207) 624-5445

| For program information, please contact: DeEtte Hall at 287-3311 |
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