ADOLESCENT MOTHERS

Data from the
MAINE PREGNANCY RISK ASSESSMENT MONITORING SYSTEM (PRAMS)
1988 - 1992
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= Adolescent mothers are 3 times more likely to have their prenatal
care and delivery paid by Medicaid than adult mothers.

=®» Adolescent mothers are less likely to receive family income from
jobs or businesses than adult mothers. They are more than twice
as likely to have family support from public assistance (AFDC,
Food Stamps, etc.) than adult mothers.

ADOLESCENT
PREGNANCY

=®» Adolescents are approximately 3 times as likely as older mothers to
have been homeless, to have had a close family member try to
commit suicide, or to have had her partner physically hurt her.

2 1 previous
live birth

" 17% of births to adolescents occur
to mothers with at least one
. . . no previous
previous live birth. live births

" More than 25% of the adolescents who have babies leave school
without graduating.

= 60% of births to adolescents PERCENT OF ADOLESCENT MOTHERS
are unintended. (This is BY INTENDEDNESS OF BIRTH
twice the rate of oider 60%

mothers.) .
40%
o The percent of adolescent -
mothers delivering early 20%
(less than 37 weeks |
gestation) is 30% higher than 0% |
that of adults. Undecided Intended Unintended

'> Adolescent mothers, on the average, deliver infants weighing 5.4
ounces less than infants of aduits.

Note: Adolescents are individuals aged 10-19 years unless otherwise noted.

For further data on this topic, please contact:
the Office of Data, Research, and Vital Statistics, Bureau of Health
at 35 Anthony Avenue, State House Station 11, Augusta, Maine 04333-0011
The contact person(s) is: Judy Danna - (207) 624-5445
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For program information, please contact: DeEtte Hall at (207) 287-3311
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