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Dear Childcare Provider:
Childhood lead poisoning is 100% preventable yet remains a pressing public health issue in Maine today.  Fortunately, you have free resources available to your center and to your families.  The Cumberland County Healthy Maine Partnerships have several services to offer:
FOR YOUR BUILDING (AND BUILDINGS WHERE YOUR CLIENTS LIVE):
· Free lead dust wipe sampling (a type of test to help identify lead), along with free visual lead inspections to home owners and landlords as well as education of how to prevent lead poisoning in your home and/or multi-unit building.

· Information on a forgivable loan program to assist with lead abatement in your home and/or building.
FOR PARENTS OF SMALL CHILDREN AS WELL AS CHILDCARE PROVIDERS:

· Free provider and parent education.  Our experts are available to provide a parent and/or provider-session at your facility.  We will even offer free incentives to all parents who attend a session including buckets filled with cleaning supplies.  Contact us to schedule your session today!

· Free materials and resources to handout to your staff and parents.  We have a wealth of information and resources.

· Information on how parents with young children can get a free lead dust wipe kit so they can test their own home or apartment for lead.


· Free lead blood testing for all children ages 1 and 2 years old.  We can coordinate for a nurse to provide free onsite blood lead testing (a finger prick test) for children at Portland childcare facilities or at home visits to individual families who live in Portland.
Included in this packet are samples of some of the free resources available for you, your staff and the parents of the children in your care.  

For more information or for more materials, please contact Deb Kasik at (207) 604-2581.  Thank you for helping us prevent childhood lead poisoning in Maine!  
[image: image2.png]


[image: image3.jpg]P gommunities Promoting
Health Coalition



[image: image4.emf][image: image5.jpg]



LEAD POISONING FACTS�


70% of homes in Cumberland built before 1978 contain harmful levels of lead paint and dust.  





�





There are an estimated 1000 Maine children under the age of six that have an elevated blood lead level.�


Rarely are there symptoms with lead poisoning.�


�





The most common source of lead exposure is the home, but children can be poisoned several other ways like water, toys and take-home lead dust (from caregivers who work in a profession where lead dust is present).  





Lead poisoning is harmful to brain development, making it hard to learn and affecting behavior.
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