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 SAFETY GUIDELINES FOR CHOOSING RESIDENTIAL AND DAY CAMPS IN MAINE
· CHECK IF THE CAMP IS LICENSED AND INSPECTED
The State of Maine requires that all youth camps be licensed and inspected. It is your right to verify that a camp is licensed and to request that you be allowed to review the last inspection(s) conducted at the camp. Residential camps will have inspections for both the camp and the kitchen. A typical camp inspection evaluates the physical facilities including the kitchen, grounds, water source, bunks, bath houses, health center, program activities and staffing. Day camps that do not provide food receive the same inspection minus the kitchen.
· CHECK THAT PROGRAM ACTIVITIES ARE STAFFED CORRECTLY
The State of Maine requires that certain camper to counselor ratios be met and that program directors and instructors be certified and/or proficient in the activities they are overseeing.
· CHECK THAT THE PERSON IN CHARGE (PIC) OF THE KITCHEN HAS A CURRENT CERTIFIED FOOD PROTECTION MANAGER (CFPM) CERTIFICATION
The State of Maine requires all camp kitchens to be managed by a person with a current nationally recognized CFPM certification.  
· CHECK THAT THE CAMP USES A THOROUGH PROCESS FOR HIRING STAFF, INCLUDING COLLECTING EMPLOYMENT HISTORIES, WRITTEN APPLICATONS, AT LEAST 3 REFERENCES, SEXUAL CRIMINAL HISTORY AND PERMISSION FOR A BACKGROUND CHECK, ALONG WITH A REVIEW OF THE NATIONAL SEX OFFENDER PUBLIC REGISTRY FOR ALL STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS THAT WORK WITHIN THE CAMP. 

· CHECK THAT APPROPRIATE PROTECTIVE GEAR IS REQUIRED FOR CAMPERS WHO ARE ENGAGED IN PROGRAM ACTIVTIES.
· CHECK THAT THE CAMP HAS AN EMERGENCY ACTION PLAN IN PLACE THAT ADDRESSES POSSIBLE DISASTERS SUCH AS FIRE, WEATHER AND OTHER LIFE THREATENING EVENTS AND THAT IT IS THE CAMP’S POLICY TO FAMILIARIZE BOTH CAMPERS AND STAFF WITH THIS PLAN.
· CHECK THAT THE CAMP HAS A MISSING CAMPER ACTION PLAN AND THAT IT IS THE CAMP’S POLICY TO FAMILIARIZE BOTH CAMPERS AND STAFF WITH THIS PLAN.
Please report any complaints about a youth camp to the 

Health Inspection Program at 207-287-5671
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