
Maine Natural Areas Program Rare Plant Fact Sheet for Potamogeton vaseyi

http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/potvas.htm[11/2/2016 4:45:48 PM]

Agencies | Online Services | Help | Search Maine.gov Select Language ​ ▼

About DACF Animals & Plants Forest Geology Recreation Farming Planning Licensing & Regulations Bureaus & Programs

About MNAP

Focus Areas

Communities, Plants
 and Animals

Natural Communities
 and Ecosystems

Rare Plants

Invasive Plants

Ecological Inventory
 and Monitoring

Rare Animals

State and Global Rarity
 Ranks

Survey Forms

Maps, Data, and
 Technical Assistance

Ecological Reserves

Potamogeton vaseyi J.W.
 Robbins
Vasey's Pondweed

State Rank: S2
Global Rank: G4
State Status: Special Concern

Habitat: Quiet muddy or calcareous waters. [Open
 water (non-forested, wetland)]

Range: Quebec to Wisconsin, south to southern New
 York.

Aids to Identification: Pondweeds are aquatic,
 perennial herbs with reduced, inconspicuous flowers,
 which in many species, are elevated above the surface
 of the water. Potamogeton vaseyi has dimorphic leaves: very narrow (0.2-1 mm wide), flaccid, submersed leaves and wider,
 thicker floating leaves. This species, like the common P. spirillus, has small floating leaves, only 0.6-1.5 cm long for P. vaseyi.
 Small spikes (3-8 cm tall) and stipules that are distinct from the leaf blade will serve to separate P. vaseyi from other species of
 pondweeds in Maine.

Ecological characteristics: Ecological relationships in Maine are not well
 known.

Phenology: Flowers July - August.

Family: Potamogetonaceae

Synonyms: Potamogeton lateralis Morong, pro parte.

Known Distribution in Maine: This rare plant has been documented from
 a total of 17 town(s) in the following county(ies): Androscoggin, Aroostook,
 Cumberland, Franklin, Hancock, Kennebec, Penobscot, Somerset.

Reason(s) for rarity: Scarcity of habitat.

Conservation considerations: Unknown.
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