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ABOULMNAP Maine Natural Areas Program

Focus Areas

Communities, Plants

and Animals Asarum canadense L.
Natural Communities ) )
and Ecosystems Wild Ginger
Rare Plants e State Rank: S1S2
Invasive Plants e Global Rank: G5

e State Status: Threatened
Ecological Inventory

and Monitoring Habitat: Rich woods and in the vicinity of shaded

Rare Animals calcareous ledges. [Hardwood to mixed forest (forest,
upland)]

State and Global Rarity

Ranks Range: New Brunswick and Quebec to Ontario, and
Minnesota, south to North Carolina, Alabama, and

Survey Forms
Arkansas.

Maps, Data, and

Technical Assistance Aids to Identification: Wild ginger is a low perennial
with two heart-shaped leaves (8-15 cm wide) arising on
hairy petioles from a creeping rhizome with the distinct

taste and smell of ginger. The single flower, purple-brown and with three long-pointed calyx lobes, grows at the base of leaves.

Ecological Reserves

Ecological characteristics: Wild ginger spreads
vegetatively and usually grows in extensive colonies. It is
#® likely that it is extremely slow to establish itself from
seed, so when eliminated from an area by digging or land
{ development, it may be very slow to come back.

;' Phenology: Flowers in spring, in Maine usually in May.
Family: Aristolochiaceae

= Synonyms: Asarum acuminatum (Ashe) Bickn., Asarum
§ canadense var. acuminatum Ashe., Asarum canadense
var. ambiguum (Bickn.) Farw., Asarum reflexum Bickn.

LllKnown Distribution in Maine: This rare plant has been
documented from a total of 15 town(s) in the following
county(ies): Aroostook, Franklin, Kennebec, Oxford,

i Somerset, York.

Reason(s) for rarity: At northern limit of range.

Conservation considerations: Some known
populations are vulnerable to conversion of their habitat
to residential or commercial use. Because the plant
requires shade, heavy logging where it grows could be
detrimental; the effects of light to moderate logging are
unknown.

http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/asacan.htm[11/3/2016 4:27:19 PM]


http://www.maine.gov/portal/government/state-agencies.php
http://www.maine.gov/portal/online_services/index.html
http://www.maine.gov/portal/help/index.html
http://www.maine.gov/search/
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/about/index.shtml
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/about/index.shtml
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/animals/index.html
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/animals/index.html
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/forestry/index.html
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/forestry/index.html
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/geology/index.html
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/geology/index.html
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/recreation/index.html
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/recreation/index.html
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/farming/index.html
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/farming/index.html
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/planning/index.html
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/planning/index.html
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/licensing/index.html
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/licensing/index.html
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/divisions.shtml
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/divisions.shtml
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/about/index.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/focusarea/index.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/index.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/community.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/rare_plants/index.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/invasive_plants/invasives.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/inventory/index.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/animals.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/rank.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/forms.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/assistance/index.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/reservesys/index.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/about/index.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/focusarea/index.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/index.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/index.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/community.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/community.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/rare_plants/index.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/invasive_plants/invasives.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/inventory/index.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/inventory/index.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/animals.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/rank.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/rank.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/forms.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/assistance/index.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/assistance/index.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/reservesys/index.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/rank.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/rank.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/rank.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/index.shtml
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/divisions.shtml
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/index.html
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/index.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/rare_plants/plantlist.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/about/contacts/index.shtml
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MEDACF/subscriber/new
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/about/news/index.shtml
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/about/online_services/index.shtml
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/sitemap.shtml

Maine Natural Areas Program Rare Plant Fact Sheet for Asarum canadense

Credits Information

Copyright © 2013
All rights reserved.

Maine.gov

Site Policies
Accessibility
Comments/Questions
Jobs @ DACE
Grants & Loans

Educational Resources

http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/asacan.htm[11/3/2016 4:27:19 PM]

Connect with Us

“ Facebook
, Twitter

E YouTube

ﬁ Email/SMS Updates

Event & Meeting Calendar

See more social media...

Support DACF
Programs

Maine State Park Passes
Volunteer
Specialty License Plates

Outdoor Heritage Fund
Lottery Ticket

Donations

more choi

Contact

Department of Agriculture,
Conservation and Forestry
22 State House Station

18 Elkins Lane

Augusta, ME 04333

More Locations

Phone: (207) 287-3200
Fax: (207) 287-2400
TTY: Maine Relay 711
DACE@Maine.gov
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