Maine Natural Areas Program Rare Plant Fact Sheet for llex laevigata

ilil'lE‘.gﬁ"i-"' Agencies | Online Services | Help | @, Search Maine.gov “l Select Language | V

DEPARTMENT OF Contact Us | Get Email/SMS Updates | News | Online Services | Sitemap

Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry Search DACF

About DACF | Animals & Plants | Forest | Geology | Recreation | Farming | Planning | Licensing & Regulations [ Bureaus & Programs

DACF Home — Bureaus & Programs — Maine Natural Areas Program — Communities, Plants. and Animals — Rare Plants — llex laevigata
About MNAP 1
Maine Natural Areas Program

Focus Areas

Communities, Plants

and Animals llex laevigata (Pursh) Gray
Natural Communities )
and Ecosystems Smooth Winterberry Holly
Rare Plants e State Rank: S3
Invasive Plants e Global Rank: G5

e State Status: Special Concern
Ecological Inventory

and Monitoring Habitat: Wetlands, wooded swamps. [Forested wetland)]

Rare Animals Range: Maine and New Hampshire to Pennsylvania and

State and Global Rarity Georgia.

Ranks

Aids to Identification: Smooth winterberry holly is a
deciduous shrub which resembles the closely related
Maps, Data, and common winterberry (llex verticillata) found throughout
Technical Assistance Maine. It grows up to 4 m high, with oval leaves which
are finely toothed along the edges and shiny on their
upper surface (the common winterberry has dull
leaves). There are separate male and female flowers, usually on separate plants, in the leaf axils. The staminate flowers occur
singly or two together and are borne on long stalks, while the pistillate flowers are solitary and on shorter stalks. The ovule-
bearing carpellate flowers develop into small, red berries. It is very similar to, and can occur near, the common winterberry (llex
verticillata), but can be distinguished by the entire sepal margins (ciliate in llex verticillata).

Survey Forms

Ecological Reserves

from swamps and thickets both along the coast and
inland.

Phenology: Flowers May - June, berries appear in early June.

Family: Aquifoliaceae
Synonyms: None noted.

Known Distribution in Maine: This rare plant has been documented
from a total of 22 town(s) in the following county(ies): Androscoggin,
Cumberland, Lincoln, Oxford, York.

Reason(s) for rarity: At northern limit of its range.
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Conservation considerations: This plant is restricted
statewide to southern Maine. Some populations are
vulnerable to conversion of their habitat to residential or
commercial use; other populations, located farther within
larger wetlands, are more secure.

This photo shows the more common winterberry holly (llex
verticillata, on the left) next to I. laevigata (right)
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