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Ilex laevigata (Pursh) Gray
Smooth Winterberry Holly

State Rank: S3
Global Rank: G5
State Status: Special Concern

Habitat: Wetlands, wooded swamps. [Forested wetland]

Range: Maine and New Hampshire to Pennsylvania and
 Georgia.

Aids to Identification: Smooth winterberry holly is a
 deciduous shrub which resembles the closely related
 common winterberry (Ilex verticillata) found throughout
 Maine. It grows up to 4 m high, with oval leaves which
 are finely toothed along the edges and shiny on their
 upper surface (the common winterberry has dull
 leaves). There are separate male and female flowers, usually on separate plants, in the leaf axils. The staminate flowers occur
 singly or two together and are borne on long stalks, while the pistillate flowers are solitary and on shorter stalks. The ovule-
bearing carpellate flowers develop into small, red berries. It is very similar to, and can occur near, the common winterberry (Ilex
 verticillata), but can be distinguished by the entire sepal margins (ciliate in Ilex verticillata).

Ecological characteristics: Known in southern Maine
 from swamps and thickets both along the coast and
 inland.

Phenology: Flowers May - June, berries appear in early June.

Family: Aquifoliaceae

Synonyms: None noted.

Known Distribution in Maine: This rare plant has been documented
 from a total of 22 town(s) in the following county(ies): Androscoggin,
 Cumberland, Lincoln, Oxford, York.

Reason(s) for rarity: At northern limit of its range.
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This photo shows the more common winterberry holly (Ilex
 verticillata, on the left) next to I. laevigata (right)

Conservation considerations: This plant is restricted
 statewide to southern Maine. Some populations are
 vulnerable to conversion of their habitat to residential or
 commercial use; other populations, located farther within
 larger wetlands, are more secure.

Credits

Copyright © 2013
All rights reserved.

Information

Maine.gov

Site Policies

Accessibility

Comments/Questions

Jobs @ DACF

Grants & Loans

Educational Resources

Connect with Us

Facebook

Twitter

YouTube

Email/SMS Updates

Event & Meeting Calendar

See more social media...

Support DACF
 Programs

Maine State Park Passes

Volunteer

Specialty License Plates

Outdoor Heritage Fund
 Lottery Ticket

Donations

See more choices...

Contact

Department of Agriculture,
 Conservation and Forestry
22 State House Station
18 Elkins Lane
Augusta, ME 04333
More Locations

Phone: (207) 287-3200
Fax: (207) 287-2400
TTY: Maine Relay 711
DACF@Maine.gov

http://www.maine.gov/informe/
http://www.maine.gov/
http://www.maine.gov/portal/policies/index.html
http://www.maine.gov/portal/policies/accessibility.html
http://www.maine.gov/portal/contact/contactus.html
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/about/employment/index.shtml
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/about/grants/index.shtml
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/about/educational_resources/index.shtml
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Maine-Department-of-Agriculture-Conservation-and-Forestry/57426456796?ref=hl
https://twitter.com/MaineDACF
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPTsseRNRcV6JAyqigpiUDQ
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MEDACF/subscriber/new
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/about/calendar/index.shtml
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/about/social_media/index.html
https://www1.maine.gov/cgi-bin/online/park_pass/public/step01
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/about/volunteer/index.shtml
http://www.maine.gov/vanity
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/about/commissioners/outdoor_heritage_fund/index.shtml
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/about/commissioners/outdoor_heritage_fund/index.shtml
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/about/support/index.shtml
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/about/support/index.shtml
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/about/contacts/index.shtml
mailto:DACF@Maine.gov

	maine.gov
	Maine Natural Areas Program Rare Plant Fact Sheet for Ilex laevigata


	FwL2ZlYXR1cmVzL2lsZWxhZS5odG0A: 
	form1: 
	q: Search DACF
	input4: 




