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Maine Natural Areas Program

Kalmia latifolia L.
Mountain-laurel

e State Rank: S2
e Global Rank: G5
e State Status: Special Concern

Habitat: Rocky or gravelly woods and clearings, sometimes swamps. [Conifer forest (forest, upland); Hardwood to mixed forest
(forest, upland)]

Range: Florida to Louisianna, north to New England, and west to Indiana.

Aids to Identification: Kalmia latifolia is a moderate-sized, branched shrub with evergreen leaves. The unusual flowers consist
of 5 petals fused into a pentagonal saucer. Ten small pouches ring the margin of the petals, and the authers fit tightly into these
pouches. When an insect pollinator lands on the flower it trips the authers, causing them to spring forward and dust the insect
with pollen. Kalmia latifolia has larger flowers (2-2.5 cm wide) and leaves (1-4 cm long) than the other laurels that occur in
Maine.

Ecological characteristics: Limited to more temperate coastal belt in Maine. Many occurrences of mountain laurel succumb to
winterkill or to shading by a dense overstory. Often planted as an ornamental.

Phenology: Flowers May-July.
Family: Ericaceae
Synonyms: None noted.

Known Distribution in Maine: This rare plant has been documented from a total of 23 town(s) in the following county(ies):
Cumberland, Hancock, Oxford, Penobscot, Sagadahoc, Washington, York.

Reason(s) for rarity: At northern limit of range; not rare southwards.

Conservation considerations: Mountain laurel requires moderate to full light to thrive, and populations in open woods have
been known to decline as the forest matures and less light reaches the shrubs. Partial harvests, carried out with care for the
existing plants, can be helpful.

Information Connect with Us Support DACF Contact
Programs
Maine.gov n Eacebook Department of Agriculture,
) - Maine State Park Passes Conservation and Forestry
Site Policies Twitter 22 State House Station
Accessibilit Volunteer 18 Elkins Lane
E YouTube Specialty License Plates Augusta, ME 04333
Comments/Questions - More Locations
Jobs @ DACF ﬁ Email/SMS Updates bbb Ly Phone: (207) 287-3200
Lottery Ticket Fax: (207) 287-2400

Grants & Loans Donations & More TTY: Maine Relay 711

Event & Meetin lendar DACF@Maine.gov

Educational Resources . .
See more social media...

http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/kallat.ntm[10/23/2017 4:55:34 PM]


http://www.maine.gov/portal/government/state-agencies.php
http://www.maine.gov/portal/online_services/index.html
http://www.maine.gov/portal/help/index.html
http://www.maine.gov/search/
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/about/index.shtml
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/about/index.shtml
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/animals/index.html
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/animals/index.html
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/forestry/index.html
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/forestry/index.html
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/geology/index.html
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/geology/index.html
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/recreation/index.html
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/recreation/index.html
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/farming/index.html
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/farming/index.html
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/planning/index.html
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/planning/index.html
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/licensing/index.html
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/licensing/index.html
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/divisions.shtml
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/divisions.shtml
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/about/index.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/focusarea/index.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/index.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/community.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/rare_plants/index.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/invasive_plants/invasives.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/inventory/index.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/animals.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/rank.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/forms.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/assistance/index.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/reservesys/index.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/about/index.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/focusarea/index.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/index.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/index.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/community.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/community.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/rare_plants/index.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/invasive_plants/invasives.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/inventory/index.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/inventory/index.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/animals.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/rank.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/rank.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/forms.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/assistance/index.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/assistance/index.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/reservesys/index.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/rank.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/rank.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/rank.htm
http://www.maine.gov/informe/
http://www.maine.gov/
http://www.maine.gov/portal/policies/index.html
http://www.maine.gov/portal/policies/accessibility.html
http://www.maine.gov/portal/contact/contactus.html
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/about/employment/index.shtml
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/about/grants/index.shtml
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/about/educational_resources/index.shtml
https://www.facebook.com/mainedacf/
https://twitter.com/MaineDACF
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPTsseRNRcV6JAyqigpiUDQ
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MEDACF/subscriber/new
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/about/calendar/index.shtml
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/about/social_media/index.html
https://www1.maine.gov/cgi-bin/online/park_pass/public/step01
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/about/volunteer/index.shtml
http://www.maine.gov/vanity
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/about/commissioners/outdoor_heritage_fund/index.shtml
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/about/commissioners/outdoor_heritage_fund/index.shtml
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/about/support/index.shtml
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/about/contacts/index.shtml
mailto:DACF@Maine.gov
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/index.shtml
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/divisions.shtml
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/index.html
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/index.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/rare_plants/plantlist.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/about/contacts/index.shtml
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/MEDACF/subscriber/new
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/about/news/index.shtml
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/about/online_services/index.shtml
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/sitemap.shtml

	maine.gov
	Maine Natural Areas Program Rare Plant Fact Sheet for Kalmia latifolia


	FwL2ZlYXR1cmVzL2thbGxhdC5odG0A: 
	form1: 
	q: 
	input5: 




