
SEVERELY
INVASIVE

herbs & grasses

Description:
member of the aster family. Leaves:

Flowers: ~
Plant is mostly dioecious. Flower heads are ~
~

not spiny. Fruit/seeds:
long feathery pappus with branched hairs. Stem:
subtly ribbed, with few hairs. Freely branching toward 
top. Root: ~

Native range: How arrived in U.S.: Introduced to 

Reproduction:
~

produce numerous shoots and can spread several meters in 

new plants.

Habitat: Disturbed sites, roadsides, agricultural areas, 

Similar native species: Cirsium discolor

Canada thistle, and not as spiny.

CANADA THISTLE
Cirsium arvense

Status in Maine: widespread
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Similar non-native species: Cirsium vulgare
is typically a larger, more robust plant, with spiny stem and 
a long spine on leaf midrib. Flower heads are ~

Control methods:

fragmented shoots and roots are not recommended as 

may be needed per growing season. One study found 
good control when the plant was cut in late July and then 
treated with glyphosate about a month later when in a 

Consult a professional for 
 

Spiny leaves


