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Agenda

Overview of the National Flood Insurance Program

3 Parts: 
Mapping – Local regulations – Flood Insurance

Hazard Mitigation Grant Funding – MEMA






NFIP Goal: Break the Cycle






• Flood Insurance Rate Maps
• FEMA maps the 1% annual chance flood
• Foundation for local permitting

• Regulations
• Via local ordinance adoption 
• Minimum standards for floodplain development

• Flood Insurance
• Federally backed
• Can be purchased in participating communities
• It can be found in private market … likely expensive! 

NFIP Overview






National Flood Insurance Program 
Title 44 Code of Federal Regulations

Federal regulations set 
requirements and standards.

44 CFR 60 – Criteria for Land 
Management and Use

44 CFR 60 Subpart A – 
Requirements for Flood Plain 
Management Regulations

44 CFR 60.3 – Floodplain 
Criteria for floodprone areas






Maine Statutes

• Title 30-A MRSA
• Sections: 3001-3007, 

4352, 4401-4407

• Title 38 MRSA
• Section 440

Maine statute follows 
Federal rules.
More restrictive 1 
foot freeboard.






Flood Mapping
• FEMA has developed and mapped 

flood hazards for most communities.

• Flood maps are the basis for 
regulating development in flood 
prone areas.

• Insurance agents no longer use the 
maps only to rate policies.

• Lenders/federal agencies use the 
maps to determine where flood 
insurance is mandatory as a 
condition for a loan or financial 
assistance.






What changed on the FIRM when it 
was converted to DFIRM?

 New coastal and inland flood hazard analysis
 Model backed Zone A 
 Re-delineation of flood hazard boundary lines 

to 2 foot topography
 Zone designation changes: 
     A1-30 = AE       V1-30 = VE
 Datum change: NGVD to NAVD
 New paneling scheme/panel numbers
 Aerial photo base map






Flood Zones 

A
AE
AO
AH
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Two Online Mapping Resources

Maine Floodplain Management Program’s 

    Flood Hazard Map
    http://www.maine.gov/dacf/flood/mapping.shtml

FEMA’s Map Service Center
 https://msc.fema.gov/portal

http://www.maine.gov/dacf/flood/mapping.shtml
https://msc.fema.gov/portal





Maine Flood Hazard Mapper

http://www.maine.gov/dacf/flood/mapping.shtml

http://www.maine.gov/dacf/flood/mapping.shtml





Maine Flood Hazard Mapper
The Maine Flood Hazard Map is a representation of the 

flood zones.  It does not replace the official effective 
FIRM.  For all regulatory uses, the currently effective 
official FIRM must be used.  

ALWAYS CONFIRM DATA MATCHES THE OFFICIAL 
FLOOD INSURANCE RATE MAP






Maine Flood Hazard Mapper
Type in the address                 See what is available






Additional Layers

Tax Parcels

2’ Topography






FEMA Map Service Center
https://msc.fema.gov/portal

The FEMA Map Service Center allows the FREE download 
of:
• Flood Insurance Rate Maps – FIRM
• Flood Insurance Studies – FIS
• National Flood Hazard Layer – NFHL GIS database
• Preliminary Products (where applicable)
• Historic Products
• Letters of Map Change – LOMC: LOMA, LOMR

See instructions for “Navigating the FEMA Map Service Center” 

https://msc.fema.gov/portal


Web address: 
msc.fema.gov/portal/home

Enter street 
address, not 
case 
sensitive

Enter 
coordinates 
in decimal 
degrees

Click Search



Effective FIRM
Official FIRM that 
must be used for 
a flood zone 
determination

FIRMette opens in 
a new window

Use browser tools 
to save or print



Ups and Downs

There are some changes to the flood 
zones and base flood elevations.

Because of the improved elevation data, 
there will be properties newly mapped in and 
newly mapped out, even in areas where the 
base flood elevation remains the same.

The overall upside is that the new maps 
will much more accurately reflect which 
properties should be in and out of the SFHA. 



Local Regulations
• NFIP underwrites flood insurance in 

communities that adopt and enforce 
compliant flood regulations.

• Regulations ensure buildings and other 
development will be protected from the 
1% annual chance flood levels shown on 
the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM).

• Over time, exposure to hazards should be 
reduced as Pre-FIRM is replaced with 
Post-FIRM and substantially improved 
structures.



Ordinance

• The ordinance is based on 
44 CFR language.

• We have a model ordinance 
and can customize it for a 
community.

• Ordinance type is 
determined by the flood 
zones in the community.



Permitting
• Permits are required for 

development in the 
floodplain.

• “Development” is any man 
made change to improved or 
unimproved real estate.

• Floodplain definition of 
development is more 
restrictive than other 
programs.

• Local responsibility

• We have model permits



Flood Insurance
• Most every building in a participating community is 

eligible for flood insurance – even buildings outside the 
mapped floodplain. 

• Building and contents coverage

• Contents coverage available for renters

• Condo association and condo unit coverage

• Exception: New or substantially improved buildings 
completely over water



Legacy Rating
• Pre-FIRM: 

• Built before the first FIRM was available
• Built before floodplain building standards were required
• Subsidized rates

• Post-FIRM: 
• Built after the first FIRM was available
• Built after floodplain building standards were required
• Actuarily rated based on zone and elevation



Flood Insurance Risk Rating 2.0



Risk Rating 2.0 premiums will more accurately reflect a 
property’s unique flood risk by considering a broader 

range of variables.
Legacy Rating                                                                                           Risk Rating 2.0



Hazard Mitigation Grant Funding
Maine Emergency Management 

Agency



Hazard Mitigation Grants



How can we help you?
Workshops

Technical Assistance/project guidance

Ordinance or mapping updates/questions

Community Rating System

Insurance Questions

Public outreach material

Before/during/after an event

Special events



Contact Us

Sue Baker, State NFIP Coordinator
(207) 287-8063

sue.baker@maine.gov

Janet Parker, Planner II
(207) 287-9981

janet.parker@maine.gov

mailto:sue.baker@maine.gov
mailto:janet.parker@maine.gov
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