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Flood Risk Disclosure

• Resource Tools

• FEMA Map Service Center
• Maine Flood Hazard Map
• Community Status Book
• Letters of Map Change – LOMC

• Letters of Map Amendment – LOMA
• Letters of Map Revision – LOMR

Walk through some examples 
using resource tools

Highlight some common questions

Review some common problems






An Act Regarding Disclosure of Flood Risk by Sellers of Real Estate

Is the property:
Wholly or partly within the SFHA

Special Flood Hazard Area
Flood zone

A, AE, AO, AH, VE
Map panel number
Map date



Online Mapping Resources

• Maine Floodplain Management Program’s Flood Hazard Map
http://www.maine.gov/dacf/flood/mapping.shtml

• FEMA’s Map Service Center
https://msc.fema.gov/portal

• FEMA’s Community Status Book
Community Status Book | FEMA.gov

http://www.maine.gov/dacf/flood/mapping.shtml
https://msc.fema.gov/portal
https://www.fema.gov/flood-insurance/work-with-nfip/community-status-book





Yes
We have 

instructions!

How to make a FIRMette 
from the FEMA Map 

Service Center

How to use the Maine 
Flood Hazard Map

FEMA Instructions: 
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/2020-07/fema_find-flood-map-make-

FIRMette_tutorial.pdf





Disclaimer

For disclosure purposes always use the FEMA Map Service 
Center to make a FIRMette.

Maine Flood Hazard 
Map

Opens showing areas 
with digital data NFHL

Open Map Layers to see 
additional data

Open Legend to see 
symbols



Maine Flood Hazard Map
We have parcel lines and address points to identify property.

We can see the structure is outside the SFHA but the SFHA does cross the property.



FEMA Map Service Center

https://msc.fema.gov/portal

The FEMA Map Service Center allows the download of:

• Flood Insurance Rate Maps – FIRM
• Letters of Map Change – LOMR, LOMA
• Flood Insurance Studies – FIS
• National Flood Hazard Layer – NFHL GIS database
• Preliminary Products
• Historic Products

https://msc.fema.gov/portal





Web address: msc.fema.gov/portal/home

If the website is 
down, it will say 
so

Enter street 
address, not 
case sensitive

Enter 
coordinates in 
decimal degrees

Click Search






Check that the red pin is in the 
correct location:

• Pan to correct location
• Click on map to reset 

location pin

Map number and date
• On banner
• On map

Click on Dynamic Map to Print 
Map/FIRMette



FIRMette opens 
in a new window

Use browser 
tools to save or 
print

Relevant Panel 
Number
23011C0517D

Date
6/16/2011

Zone
X



Map not printed

Enter map panel number
23031C0220G – Not 

Printed

Enter map date
7/17/2023

Enter zone
X



Enter geographic coordinates in 
decimal degrees in both 

Map Service Center or 
Maine Flood Hazard Map



Common problems you may see
• Address does not match
 Address entered is for Town of Winn

but
 MSC located address in Mattawamkeag

so
 Check spelling – Mattawamakeag?

or
 Pan, zoom map, click on correct location

• Map type
 May not be digital data, converted by letter
  See Community Status Book
 May be unmapped, see Woodville

• Map date 
 Town of Winn map date 6/1/2002
 After disclosure date, but not digital



When FEMA initially mapped communities 
the map was known as a “Flood Hazard 
Boundary Map” - FHBM. 
When a community joins the NFIP the map is 
converted by letter to a Flood Insurance Rate 
Map – FIRM.
FEMA takes the existing map date, calls it a 
FIRM, and changes the effective map date. 

The Community Status Book shows an (L) 
after the effective map date.

For guidance, put “unknown” under 
whether or not it’s partially/wholly in 
in the special flood hazard area.
Under panel number put: Community 
number: 230404, Panel number: 01B, 
map date: 6/1/02 Converted by Letter.



Using the FEMA Community Status book

• Search “FEMA Community Status Book” Search “Maine”
• Current effective map dates
• Non-participating  communities are shown on the last page






Community Status Book

Map converted to a FIRM by Letter shows (L) after the Current Map Date

Communities that do not participate are shown on last page of CSB






Letters of Map Change - LOMC
Letter of Map Revision – LOMR

• More than one property
• Revises and replaces map
• See blue type and blue outline
• Note LOMR number and date

Letter of Map Amendment – LOMA

• Single property
• Does not replace the map
• Must be turned on to view
• See purple type and purple dot
• Include LOMA case number and date



LOMA Case Number 23-01-0060A
Effective 12/23/2022

OUTCOME – Structure removed, Portion of property remains in SFHA
Provide case number and date



Removed
 Removed from floodplain
 Note new flood zone

Out As Shown
 Clearly mapped out of floodplain
 Zone X

Non-Removal
Remains in the floodplain

Zone is as mapped

LOMA
can be downloaded from the Map Service Center 



• All new coastal engineering analysis by FEMA. Flood zones/elevations have 
generally increased in the coastal area

• Changes from Zone AE to VE
• A 1- 30 have been changed to AE
• V 1-30 have been changed to VE
• Many AO and AH have been changed to AE or VE

• Re-delineation to 2’ topography of inland floodplains, generally resulting in a 
decrease of the area shown in the flood zone, even if the flood elevation hasn’t 
changed.

• New construction or substantial improvement in Zone VE requires an open 
foundation system.

Summary of changes



• Former map lacks detail
• Flood zone designation not clear

• What is V2?
• Flood zones originally delineated using 

aerial photo and flood history

• New map has aerial image base
• Flood zone designations simplified

• V2 replaced with VE
• New engineering, survey, and modeling



GIS maps 

Prior flood zone 
(Q3) 

Preliminary new 
flood zone

Flood zone

• Area reduced

• Closer 
aligned with 
river



22 Browns Lane, Burnham - Where is it on the MSC?
Can’t see structure at address point, even when zoomed in.

What is the brown shade?  That is the 500 year flood zone, not regulatory.






22 Browns Lane, Burnham – Where is it on the Maine Flood Hazard Map?
Open Map Layers, turn on Parcels, Building Footprints, Orthophotos from other years.

Click on map building footprint for additional information, not enough information.
This location does not have parcel lines.  We had to go to the town for tax maps.






We are all on the same team!
Home or business ownership is one of the most important decisions people make in 

their lifetime.

We want our clients to be prepared by:
• knowing the flood risk so they can decide how much they are willing to accept

and 
• how much insurance will cost before they sign on the dotted line.






Thank you
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